extent, therefore, Dr Gomez's book fulfils a need but she has been too ambitious in combining a complete dictionary of diagnosis and treatment with advice to the layman as to when and when not to seek medical advice.
Every conceivable differential diagnosis is discussed, under each symptom heading, the decision to consult a doctor being made by self-diagnosis. That this might be difficult is illustrated in the opening pages of the book, where headache and its causes are described in great detail: although the reader is advised to treat his own tension headache with aspirin, a brain tumour headache is described as having 'no distinguishing characteristics'; a statement hardly likely to 'eliminate groundless fears'. Medical treatments are outlined in detail, which might prove embarrassing to the patient's own doctor, if his treatment should differ from that laid down in the book.
There is undoubtedly a need for a book of this nature, but perhaps one which is simpler to use and less detailed might be more helpful for the average layman.
DAVID In this interesting volume a series of eight hemotological clinical problems is presented in a manner adapted to the discussion group. Diagnosis, methods of investigation and management are dealt with, and sometimes the discussion turns aside to related matters like genetic patterns in thalassemia. The first page sets out the problem and poses one or two questions; subsequent pages show the answers to the original questions and pose a fresh series of questions. Some problems take many pages, some not so many, but this arrangement means that there is a lot of blank paper to be paid for. The problems, and their discussion, show the difference between American and British teaching; we are told that the book is designed for the use of 'the second-year hematology course', presumably corresponding to our second clinical year. Few British students would be able to deal with the problems in the detail expected in Western Reserve University; but those studying for higher medical or pathological qualifications should be able to give the answers.
In addition the cases chosen for discussion are notably unusual; a case of recurrent blood loss traced to hmmosiderosis of the lungs is an extreme rarity here; there is an extraordinary presentation of pernicious anamia with many curious features in a negro woman. The only two straightforward cases have exceptionally full discussions and expect very full knowledge from the student. Nevertheless the book is well worth careful study, particularly by teachers, since the method is clearly adaptable and there is much to be said for having a proper programme set out beforehand. In the first three chapters various aspects of the defect in the pyruvate oxidase system in thiamine deficiency are discussed. Later papers deal with the antivitamin action of thiamine analogues, the macromolecular organization of a-keto acid dehydrogenase complexes, the significance of alterations in transketolase activity in thiamine deficiency and the role of thiamine in nerve conduction.
The papers presented at this meeting and their discussion illustrate not only the great amount of work which has already been carried out on some of these topics, but also indicate that much still remains to be done to elucidate the relative importance of the various biochemical abnormalities, in particular the defects in pyruvate oxidase and transketolase activities, in causing the pathological and clinical changes in different types of thiamine deficiency states.
This book will be of value to experts in the field and also of wider use as a concise and well documented account of past and present interests in research on thiamine deficiency. G R WVEBSTER Specific Tumor Antigens A Symposium organized by the International Union against Cancer and the USSR Academy of Medical Sciences edited by R J C Harris pp 366 illustrated 126 Dan. kr. Copenhagen: Munksgaard 1967 There are two different and as yet distinct aspects to the investigation of tumour-specific antigens. Techniques, such as serology and anaphylaxis, involving immunization of heterologous species are used analytically to detect quantitative and qualitative differences in the protein of normal and tumour cells. Great caution must be exercised
